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    How do we respond to the Climate
    Emergency and the Biodiversity Crisis?
               AGM 20th Oct 2020 ( 7pm )

                         Minutes / Notes
Agenda    Welcome and Minutes 2019 agm

                Chair’s annual report

                Treasurer’s report

                 Steering group 

                 AOB

Discussion on building back better and dealing with environmental issues.

Present ; Tony Green (Chair) Fred Packer (Treasurer)

               Steering group - Rob Saunders, Cath Edwards, Chris Deaves, David Howard.

               Members – Dave Green, Frank Oldaker, Kath Norgrove, Jon Cooke, 

                                   Denise Thompson, Davis Currant, Trevor Davies.

Apologies : Sheila Royle, Mike Watkins and Bob Ensum.

Welcome
Tony Green welcomed everyone to the Zoom meeting and hoped the discussions will lead to the GSX Vision for the Future.

Minutes of 2019 AGM
There were no comments or additions to make.The minutes were agreed.

Proposed Tony Green Seconded Fred Packer.

Chair’s Report
Tony hoped all had read the annual report and  would concentrate on three meetings.

The SWM agm conference in Dec 2019 launched the new targets for the Vision for 2030.

Including reducing fuel poverty and responding to climate change.

It was looking forward to COP 26 and did not predict the pandemic lockdown.

The workshop in March 2020 on The Third Sector and Climate Change organised by GSX

and the VCSA discussed the issues and had presentations from Ashton Hayes community and 

the Stopecocide campaign. It is hoped to hold another event when possible to do so.

In September the South Shropshire Climate conference was a success and will be considered 

in the discussions following the AGM.

Treasurer’s Report
Fred Packer presented the accounts and announced that he is standing down. The meeting thanked him for all his work and wished him well.

Opening Balance                   £193                    Closing Balance      £1,046

Income credit                     £1.000

Expenditure  AGM room hire £54

                      Website              £33

                       SWM fee          £60
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Steering Group
At a meeting of the steering group on  13th oct it was agreed that Rob Saunders would become 

the new Chair and that Tony Green would be vice chair and treasurer.

The other members, Bob Ensum, Cath Edwards, Chris Deaves and David Howard would also 

continue.David would be asking if anyone from Stretton climate care would be willing to take 

his place.

The agm meeting agreed for the group to continue.

Tony Green asked for all the local groups to ask if anyone may be interested in joining and finding out more about the work of the steering group.

Thanks were given to all the group members for their work and support.

AOB
Crest Smart Rural meeting on Rural Transport 26th November

Shropshire Rural Community Charity AGM 4th Nov.

AGM meeting closed.( 7.30 pm)

Discussions on How to respond to the climate emergency and the Biodiversity Crisis?
Tony Green introduced the discussions with the following thoughts

SOS - the distress call for soils, ourselves and society

Help – Home / Earth / Life / no Planet B

Hope – Healing Our Planet Earth

The David Attenborough film and book ‘A life on our Planet ‘show how things have changed.

In 1937 the world population was 2.3 billion in 2020 7.8 billion

In 1937 the wild regions were 66% and in 2020 35%

In 1937 CO2 level ppm was 280 while in 2020 it is 415 and still rising.

Action for the vision for the future is needed.

Cath Edwards outlined the role of the Telford and Wrekin borough climate partnership 

to consider actions with working groups being set up and a report due in January 2021.

Chris Deaves outlined the role of the Shropshire Climate Action Partnership and his work with the Energy Group and the hope to produce the first report in Dec 2020 with the target of Net Zero 

Carbon emissions by 2030.Chris said that the Shropshire council Climate task force was very

supportive of this work.

David Currant had attended the Communications group where public engagement was discussed.

Denise Thompson outlined the work of the South Shropshire Climate Group with the Transport group looking into possible actions.

Jon Cooke outlined the work of the Energy/ Buildings group on Retrofit and other issues.

Tony Green  mentioned the role of the Middle Marches Community Land Trust and  also the 

SWT AGM with a presentation by the WT new CEO Craig Bennett on the need for the 

Nature recovery and developing Nature networks. Shropshire has an opportunity to be

a leading region on this issue of land use.

GSX will be following the progress of these partnerships.
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Rob Saunders outlined the role of  Shropshire and Telford Community Energy and the hope to be 

raising funds by a share offer for the Tremlows solar farm near Whitchurch. New projects are also being considered for the future.

Dave Green outlined the role of Sharenergy and Big solar work. Ludlow 21 has been awarded 

funding for Sharenergy to complete a feasability study for  a shared loop ground source heat pump.

Frank Oldaker outlined the role of Better Shrewsbury Transport in opposing the Shrewsbury 

North west road proposal and the development of clean active travel and public transport.

Shropshire council has been considering combining the road with a flood barrier.

Save our Severn group do not support the scheme due to flooding of land upstream from shrewsbury.This road will not significantly reduce town centre traffic and is very costly 

while it will impact on the countryside and nature.

There is a need for the whole of shropshire to consider this waste of money and how to support

investment in cycling and public transport.

Trevor Davies mentioned his concerns about plastics and the damage to soils and worms.

Shropshire Against Pointless Plastics has  not been active over the summer but hopes to continue 

the campaign in 2021.

Sustainable Bridgnorth and Stretton climate care have supported the Refill campaigns.

Tony Green ended the discussions with a view of GSX developing a vision for the future 

with dates of 2050 and 3020, a thousand years of healing our planet with local and global action.

Why do we need to respond?

Cath said ‘doing nothing is not an option’

David Howard supported action and suggested looking at the Rapid Transition Alliance work.

Tony Green added that instead of doom and gloom we need the positive stories.

Jane Goodall was asked where is the hope?, her reply was ‘with the young people saying this is our future and we need action now.’

The agm meeting agreed that GSX has a role to play over the next ten years to 2030.

Tony Green thanked everyone for their contributions and all thanked Fred Packer and the steering

group.The work in 2021 starts now.

Meeting closed.( 8.40 pm )

Tony Green, GSX steering group
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